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With doctors from New 
York, Toronto and London 
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lifestyle
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 Original Chinese Art
To view a beautiful col-

lection of traditional 
Chinese paintings in 
your own home (Dub-
lin area) call Vivi on 
0876195793 to arrange a 
viewing appointment.

Th ese large elegant styl-
ish paintings are priced 
between one hundred to 
two hundred Euro and 
would make a charming 
centre piece to any room.

Half a billion Euro housing   
scheme has only four applicants
BY SHARON BELLEW
EPOCH TIMES STAFF 

THE new Home Choice Loan 
scheme, introduced by the Gov-
ernment recently, is a mortgage 
for first time buyers who wish to 
purchase a new property or build 
there own home and is now avail-
able through authorised mortgage 
brokers. There isn't much interest 
in the scheme so far as it has only 
had four applicants to date.

Labour Party spokesperson 
on housing and local govern-
ment, Ciaran Lynch stated, "Home 
Choice was brought about, not to 
provide assistance and support 
to people who want to purchase 
a home, but to sustain property 
developers in a declining prop-
erty market. The restriction of the 
scheme to new-build homes was a 
dead giveaway in that regard.

"Only people who have been 
turned down by two financial 
institutions are eligible to apply 
for the scheme. There are two rea-
sons why a bank might refuse a 
mortgage: a fear that the prospec-
tive lender could not pay back the 
loan or a fear that the property is 
over-valued. What purpose would 
this scheme serve other than to 
provide something akin to a sub-
prime lending service and set a 
false floor price for new houses in 
a declining, yet still over-valued 
property market?

"At a time when public financ-
es are under immense pressure, 
we simply cannot afford to spend 
money on this kind of folly and it 
should be scrapped and replaced 
with something that will actually 
deliver for people who aspire to 

owning their own home".
Micheal Finneran Minister 

for Housing, issued his statement 
Regarding the Home Choice

Loan scheme and said, "I have 
consistently said that the Home 
Choice Loan scheme was designed 
to respond to the needs of those 
households that wished to become 
home owners at the present time, 
but were unable to do so because 
of the credit crunch - which, as 
we all know, has led to the cur-
tailment in the normal lending 
activities of lending institutions. 
In that context, it is important to 
note that the scheme has never 
been about incentivising house 
purchase, merely facilitating 
it. Had we wanted to maximize 
uptake, or as some have suggest-
ed, somehow bail-out developers, 
we would have offered induce-
ments to prospective households 
to entice them to buy in a correct-
ing market. We didn't and there 
are no inducements.

"So I do not regard the num-
bers of applications received so 
far as a failure of the scheme - it 
tells me either that people are opt-
ing not to purchase now, or else 
the scheme has acted as a spur, in 
conjunction with Government's 
wider efforts in recent months 
(through the bank guarantee and, 
more recently, recapitalization), to 
ensure that Irish financial insti-
tutions have access to the normal 
liquidity and funding which they 
need to operate their day-to-day 
business and that they are begin-
ning to re-occupy their traditional 
space in the mortgage market.

"I have also said from the 
outset that the operation and 
need for the scheme will be kept 
under constant review. Once the 

Government is satisfied that the 
effects of the credit crunch have 
abated sufficiently and that ordi-
nary first time buyers have a fair 
chance of entering the housing 
market at a time of their choos-
ing, the scheme will no longer be 
required. This is fully in line with 
government policy.

"In relation to the costs of the 
scheme, I should point out that 
a total of four people across the 
entire system - which covers all 
local authority areas - have been 
employed to roll-out the scheme. 
The figures being talked about in 
reports refer to the total possible 
staffing costs for a maximum of 
seven staff within the new unit set 
up to assist the four local authori-
ties designated to operate the 
scheme. If the volume of applica-
tions remains low, obviously the 
full potential staffing compliment 
will not be needed.

"At the same time however, 
critics of the scheme can't have it 
both ways. On the one hand, they 
have described the scheme as 
highly risky, and as *sub-prime* 
lending, yet when the Govern-
ment puts in place very mod-
est resources to ensure that the 
scheme is operated in a prudent, 
pragmatic manner, with a robust 
credit policy and a central support 
unit staffed by a small number 
of individuals with relevant 
expertise to minimize risk for the 
State, it's a careless use of scarce 
resources. And all this despite the 
fact that very significant admin-
istrative efficiencies have been 
built into the scheme from the 
start by designating only a small 
number of local authorities to 
operate the scheme for the whole 
country."

BY BRIDGET HARRIS
EPOCH TIMES STAFF

Recently snow fell all over Ireland. 
It may have been inconvenient for 
many people in navigating their 
way to their place of work, or get-
ting children to school.

This fall of snow was quite 
different from the type of snow 
which came during the past fifty 
years or so, which was  generally 
slushy and damp, it was almost 
melted by the time it reached the 
ground probably due to ‘earth 
warming’. Before the 1950's snow 
was a different substance. The 
flakes were lighter than air, they 
swirled and danced on their earth 
bound journey. There was also 
atmospheric silence allowing 
calm and tranquillity to cover the 
earth’s surface. It was a peaceful 
time of year usually in February, 
putting an end to winter cold and 
purifying the ground and growth 
to prepare for the awakening of 

spring.
Bird and animal sounds filled 

in the prevailing silence. People 
relaxed in this unique atmos-
phere.

It was just like the pre-fifties. 
This suggests that perhaps the 
earth warming is being resolved, 
we could be back to a clean base 
in the environment.

This year’s snow fall brought 
joy and excitement to many chil-
dren who engaged in building 
snowmen. Many are still there to 
be seen on mobile phones. As in 
earlier times people commented 
on the peace that overtook the 
countryside. This was as things 
used to be before earth-warm-
ing.

In a film based on James 
Joyce’s ‘The Dead’ told of the 
happenings of a group of peo-
ple met each Christmas time to 
celebrate the festive season. The 
chat and conversations centred 
around times past and looking 
back on life. As the guests were 
leaving a poignant song rang 

out in a beautiful tenor voice 
which was very moving to all 
the guests as they left for home. 
A husband and wife were stay-
ing at the Gresham Hotel. The 
wife was overcome by sadness 
as a result of hearing that song 
as it brought back memories of 
a love affair with a young man. 
He sang the same song to her 
from outside her bedroom win-
dow. This brought disquiet to 
the husband. While all this was 
happening snow was falling, 
casting a blanket of white giv-
ing off the white light of as far 
as he could see. Joyce brought 
the event to a close with the line-
SNOW IS FALLING ALL OVER 
IRELAND. He was reminding us 
of the calming and healing effect 
of this kind of snow-fall. This is 
surely reminding us of the value 
and goodness of the earth’s gifts 
and also that this was the way 
people respected and viewed the 
seasonal changes, the accom-
panying weather and whatever 
earthly gifts came with them.

Snow is falling all over Ireland

Conor Walton, 
‘Landscape and still life’

Conor Walton dedicates 
his latest exhibition to the 
memory of  Epoch Times 
Chief Editor Leo Harris 
(1930 - 2008)

Lime Trees, 
oil on linen, 
36 x 36 
inches, 2008

BY MARTIN MURPHY
EPOCH TIMES STAFF

Conor Walton's latest exhibi-
tion entitled "Landscape and 
Still Life" adds to this Dublin 
born artists remarkable col-
lection of work, the painter 
continues his signature bat-
tle with the ancients and the 
moderns, where he supports 
the crafts and techniques 
of the past as he sculptures 
modern day images with oil 
paint.

Like many before, I have 
realised the limitations in try-
ing to describe great artistic 
works in writing or through 
the medium of photography. 
You as a reader will only truly 
appreciate Conor's talent if 
you experience his work for 
yourself in the flesh, before 
they disappear into private 
collections. Having said that it 
would be far too easy for me to 
stop here.

 Conor Walton's forthcom-
ing exhibition is a collection of 
Landscapes and still life. The 
landscapes are set in Ireland 
and Italy. The vantitas theme 
is the thread that runs through 
all the still life paintings.

The vanitas was usually 
represented by the placement 
of symbolic objects like a 
scull, crucifix or a snuffed 
out candle to indicate the 
passing of time. Thus bring 
another dimension to the 
reception of the objects in the 
paintings.

Conor Walton explained his 
approach, “It is about keeping 
and withholding the objects 
at the same time, making the 
viewer do a certain amount 
of work... I am really trying to 
give as much of the object as 
I can... it makes your imagi-
nation work, it is not about 
handing everything on a 
plate… I try to make my paint-
ing work on as many levels as 
possible.”

 Gemma Tipton a writer 
and critic based in Dublin 

described Conor Walton’s work 
as follows, ”…it is a moment 
held eternal in art, in the face 
of implied temporal decay... 
nothing on the printed page, 
or in the pixels of the internet 
prepare you for the reality of 
Walton’s paintings in front of 
you. There is a shocking bril-
liance to them, and a sense 
that through them you are 
making a connection to either 
Plato’s form, or what indeed 
lies beneath.”

“In an art historical con-
text, his work could be said 
to sit between the traditions 
of Vanitas and the formal still 
life that elect to show timeless 
perfection,” said Gemma Tip-
ton.

“In all of Conor Walton's 
work a transformation takes 
place. He recognises immedi-
ately, as he says himself, that 
this transformation is the 
common denominator of all 
painting,” said Bruce Arnold 
author and Art Historian.

“Landscape and Still Life” 
will be on show from the 27th 
of February until the 14th of 
March 2009 at Jorgensen Fine 
Art, 29 Molesworth Street, 
Dublin 2.

About the Artist

Conor Walton was born in Dublin in 1970, and studied 
in the National College of Art and Design, from which 
he graduated in 1993 with a Joint Honours Degree in 
the History of Art and Fine Art (Painting). He received 
a special commendation and prize for his thesis, 
'Abstraction: A Discourse on Language and Painting'.

After reading for an MA in Art History and Theory 
at the University of Essex, which he was awarded with 
distinction in 1995 (dissertation subject: 'The Battle of 
the Ancients and the Moderns'), he spent some time in 
Florence studying painting and old master techniques 
with Charles Cecil. He returned to Dublin in 1996, and 
had his first solo exhibition there in 1999.

Conor now lives and works near Ashford, Co. Wick-
low. 'Landscape and Still Life', will be Conor Walton’s  
fifth solo exhibition.

More information at www.conorwalton.com or www.
jorgensenfineart.com

Green Grapes II, oil on linen, 12 x 9 
inches, 2006

(Above) Still Life with oranges, oil on linen, 16 x 12 inches, 2008 (Below) Butter, oil on 
linen, 8 x 8 inches, 2008
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